MINUTES OF THE MAY 2023 
MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL
The Graduate Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 via ZOOM.  Chair Elizabeth King called the meeting to order at 3:30.

Members Present: Drs. Abernathy, Barffour, Bledsoe, Cardin, Chen, Christian, DeBode, Finn, Friske, Given, Hass, Hines, S. Hoelscher, Horine, Hulme, Jamos, Kaatz, Kageyama, King, G. Masterson, Murray, Onyango, Panzer, Rose, Schick, Smith, Stanton, Swan, Wehrman and Woodard; Ms. Cook, Pippa and Williams 
Ex Officio Members Present:  J. Masterson and Penkalski
Members Absent:  Drs. Beckham, Buyurgan, Chang, Choi, Davis, Derayati, Gouzie, C. Hoelscher, Ragan, Sakidja, Seay, Wang and Ward; Mr. Sitapara
Guests:  Dr. Hudson
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Dr. Hoelscher and seconded by Dr. DeBode to approve the minutes from the April 2023 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved.
Committee Reports  

Report of the Council Chair – Elizabeth King
Dr. King reminded everyone that a regular business meeting with the current Council would be done first and then an organizational meeting with next year’s Council would be conducted.          

Report of the Graduate Dean – Julie Masterson
A. Announcements:  For a complete listing of announcement and deadlines, see the “Graduate College Update” at http://graduate.missouristate.edu/facultystaff/Council.htm.
B. EIDF.  The EIDF was a wonderful event.  Thank you to everyone who judged and came to support the students.  The MFA, Visual Studies students will have their exhibition at the Springfield Art Museum.  These will be judged at 10:00 on Saturday, May 6.          
C. Town Hall.  There is a Town Hall meeting on Friday, May 12 from 1-3.  The meeting will be held in person and via Zoom.  Everyone is encouraged to attend to hear about the realignment and restructuring.
D. FA23.  FA23 admission are up but the number of those students who have registered for fall is down.  Please encourage your newly admitted students to get registered. 
E. English Competency Exam Process for TA’s.  We have partnered with the English Language Institute to establish a new, standardized process for English Competency Exams for international students being hired as TAs (beginning with new TA hires for Fall 2023). We believe this new process will be a benefit to all involved. Hiring departments will be able to schedule exams with ease, conduct all exams remotely, and have the support of an English as a second language (ESL) specialist from ELI. International TAs who might need more support during their first semester of teaching will be given access to free resources through the I SUCCEED Center. My information about the new process and the request for exam form may be found at this link. Special thanks to ELI for this partnership with the Graduate College!   
Report of the Graduate Student Senate –Dhruv Sitapara
No report.   
Report of the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee – Abdullah Jamos

The following faculty were approved for full graduate faculty status:
Elvert Gardner
DSS
Professional
The following faculty were approved for probational graduate faculty status:
Samantha Tjaden
CCJ
Research
Report of the Graduate Grievance Committee – Amber Abernathy
No report. 
Report of the Graduate Scholarship Committee – Amy Hulme
The winners of the Boritzki and Ford Scholarship and the Masterson Family Research award include:

Ford Scholarship – Allison Raymond (MSED, Secondary Education, English) and Tad Monnig (Master of International Affairs)

Bortizki Scholarship – Jennifer Albright (MSED, Educational Administration, Elementary) and Milana Hainline (MSED, Elementary Education)  
Masterson Family Research Award – Jacquelyn Wray (MS, Plant Science)

Report of the Graduate Screening Committee – Missy Penkalski
The following Substantive Proposals were approved:


Program Changes

MFA, Dramatic Writing – add elective courses


New Course

ENG 669 Nonfiction Publishing

HST 667 Race and Gender in the British Empire


MED 652 Preproduction
MED 696 Postproduction


Course Changes


MGT 705 Strategic Management of Healthcare Organizations – change prerequisite

Unfinished Business
None
New Business
Dr. Abernathy presented the following Resolution in honor of chairperson, Elizabeth King:

Resolution in Honor of Dr. Elizabeth King

WHEREAS, Dr. Elizabeth King has provided dedicated service and insightful leadership as Chairperson of the Graduate Council during the 2022-2023 academic year; and

WHEREAS, She has offered extensive guidance to all who work in and support graduate education; and 

WHEREAS, She has presided over the Council thoughtfully, with implacable patience, good-natured humor, openness to ideas, and respect for all; and

WHEREAS, Her adaptability in presiding over both in-person and Zoom meetings has keep us on track and on time; and

WHEREAS, She has been an advocate for academic quality and has regularly represented the needs of graduate education at Faculty Senate and other locations; and 

WHEREAS, She is an expert in all types of rules, including Roberts; and

WHEREAS, She has displayed color and sometimes “neutral” appearances to brighten our day. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Graduate Council of Missouri State University commends Dr. King for this past academic year of leadership and extends its thanks and appreciation for her exceptional work as Chairperson of the Graduate Council during 2022-2023.
The resolution was unanimously approved.
Open Mic
The MFA, Visual Studies students are presenting their final project work at the Springfield Art Museum on May 5-21.  Everyone is invited to see the work of these talented students.  
Dr. Rose announced that 31 new DDSS students have been admitted bring the total DDSS student to approximately 120.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3.44.  
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Elizabeth King

Chairperson

MINUTES OF THE MAY 2023 ORGANIZATIONAL   

MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL

Members Present: Drs. Abernathy, Amidon, Barffour, Cardin, DeBode, Finn, Friske, S. Hoelscher, Hulme, Jamos, Kaatz, Kageyama, King, G. Masterson, McKay, Murray, Onyango, Panzer, Pszcikjiwski, Roberts, Rose, Schick, Smith, Stanton, Swan, Tapis, Wehrman, Wickham and Woodard; Ms. Cook and Williams 
Ex Officio Members Present:  J. Masterson and Penkalski
Members Absent:  Drs. Beckham, Buyurgan, Chang, Choi, Davis, C. Hoelscher, Liu, Sakidja, Seay, Wang and Ward; Mr. Sitapara
The organizational meeting of the 23/24 Council was called to order at 3:45 with Dr. Julie Masterson presiding.  

She asked for nominations for chairperson.  Dr. Jamos nominated Dr. Amber Abernathy.  The motion was seconded and hearing no other nominations, Dr. Abernathy was unanimously elected.  

Having no other New Business, the meeting adjourned at 3:47. The next meeting of the Graduate Council will be on September 6, 2023.

Amber Abernathy, Chairperson
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