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Request for Exception to
8-Year Graduate Program Requirement (New SP26)



Name	M-number

Email Address	Degree and Program

Students at Missouri State University must complete all graduate program requirements within an eight-year period.
Courses older than eight years will be granted exemption when the student demonstrates continued engagement in the field/academic discipline (for example, through relevant professional experience, advanced practice, or closely related work).
If a student presents a substantial number of older courses (without being currently registered for coursework) such that they would effectively complete the majority or entirety of graduate program without taking any new coursework, the student must successfully complete at least one current Missouri State graduate course in the program.
· This requirement ensures the student remains up to date with current disciplinary knowledge, methods, and standards.
· The specific course required may be selected by the program (i.e., Graduate Program Director).
The Graduate College reviews exception requests on a case-by-case basis to ensure academic integrity, currency of knowledge, and adherence to degree standards.
See relevant policy: Op3.19-1 Graduate Program Completion Requirements


To Be Completed by the Student:
I request that the following course(s) be granted an exception under the 8-year rule.

	Course Prefix & Number
	Semester & Year Completed
	Grade
	Credit Hours

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



To Be Completed by the Graduate Program Director/Coordinator:

Programs requesting an exemption must provide a brief rationale for each course addressing the following:
· The student's relevant professional or academic background
· The applicability of older courses to the current curriculum, and
· Confirmation of the plan for the student to complete at least one current course (if required under the guidelines described above)


	Courses RECOMMENDED
for Exemption
	
Rationale/Explanation (must follow guidelines provided above)

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Courses NOT
Recommended for Exemption
	
Disposition (Retake, Substitution, etc.)

	
	

	
	

	
	




To Be Completed by the Student and Graduate Program Director/Coordinator:

Degree Completion Plan (enter ALL courses remaining for degree)

	Course Prefix
& Number
	
Title
	Credit Hours
	Semester Year

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Projected Semester/Year for Graduation
	




Name of GPD/Advisor completing and submitting form:  


