MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 2025

MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL

The Graduate Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, February 5, 2025 via ZOOM.  Chair Alan Schick called the meeting to order at 3:31.

Members Present: Drs. Abernathy, Amidon, Bajalan, Barreda (for Kageyama), Beckham, Bolyard, Buyurgan, Chang, Davis, Dong, Ennis, Friske, C. Hoelscher, Hulme, Jackson, Kaatz, Liu, Maher, Masterson, McKay, McShan, Mirza, Penkalski, Roberts, Rose, Sakidja, Schick, Smith, Wehrman and Wickham; Ms. Dicke, Jones, Oetting, Pippa, Powell and Williams; Mr. Clouden and Turner   
 Members Absent:  Drs. Barffour, Chesman, Derayati, Pszczolkowski, G. Tapis, K. Tapis, and Zimmerman; Ms. Chavez 

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Dr. Roberts and seconded by Dr. Bajalan to approve the minutes from the December 2024 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

Committee Reports  

Report of the Council Chair – Alan Schick
No report.

Report of the Graduate Dean – Julie Masterson

A. Announcements:  For a complete listing of announcement and deadlines, see the “Graduate College Update” at http://graduate.missouristate.edu/facultystaff/Council.htm.

B. Congratulations to Shusmoy Chowdhury who was selected for the 1st Runner-up/Honorable mention award for the 2025 MAGS/ProQuest Distinguished Master’s Thesis Award in the category of Mathematics, Physical Sciences, and Engineering.  Shusmoy was a fall 2023 graduate with a Master of Science, Computer Science degree.  Dr. Ajay Katangur served as the Thesis Chair.  

Dr. Hoelscher reminded Council members of upcoming deadlines and events:

· Outstanding Graduate Mentor. Any current MSU graduate student may submit a nomination. Deadline for nominations is February 18, 2025. More info: graduate.missouristate.edu/CurrentStudents/outstanding-graduate-mentor-award.htm
· Outstanding GA Awards. Any MSU faculty, staff, or student may submit a nomination. Deadline for nominations is February 18, 2025. More info: graduate.missouristate.edu/CurrentStudents/GraduateAssistantAwards.htm
· Innovation in Graduate Education Award. Any graduate program may submit a proposal. Deadline for submission is April 7, 2025. More info posted to the Graduate Education Toolkit (Brightspace). 

· Einhellig Interdisciplinary Forum:
· Event date: Friday, April 25, 2025 

· Abstract submissions due Monday, March 31

· Poster and oral presentations

· Sign up to judge: graduate.missouristate.edu/CurrentStudents/EIDF-Judge.htm
· More info: graduate.missouristate.edu/CurrentStudents/EIDF.htm
· Save the Date: April 17, 2025 - Graduate Education Awards Reception, 5:00 PM, PSU Ballroom West

· Save the Date: April 28, 2025 – Masterson Retirement Reception, 3:30 PM, PSU Ballroom East

Report of the Graduate Student Senate –Kadesh Clouden
Several graduate students went with other MSU staff and students to the Missouri Capital for rally and to meet with state government representatives.  The next GSS activity is a workshop on Finance and graduate students.  Also, many graduate students are currently participating in the various club sports across campus.  

Report of the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee – Chloe Bolyard


The following faculty are approved for full graduate faculty status:

Joann Barnett
MTH
Professional

Cameron Cheri
BIO
Professional

Richard Hoehne
DSS
Professional

Meghan Kelley
SHS
Research

Ginney Norton
SELPS
Research

Travis Seay
HST
Research

Henry Tsai
SHS
Research

Christopher Whyte
DSS
Research

The following faculty were approved for probational graduate faculty status: 

Ron Leonhardt
HST
Research

Report of the Graduate Grievance Committee – Hilary Roberts
No report. 

Report of the Graduate Scholarship Committee – Amy Hulme
The deadline for the Aileen & Keith Ford Endowed Scholarship and Basil & JoAnn Boritzki Scholarship and the Masterson Family Graduate Student Research Award is March 1.  The committee will review these applications in the coming months and winners will be announced at a future Graduate Council meeting.

Report of the Graduate Screening Committee – Melissa Penkalski

All proposals included in the Graduate Council February 5, 2025 agenda were approved. 

Unfinished Business
None

New Business
Jon Turner stated that he had recently found out that the Curriculog system would be shut down in February and that no additional proposals could be submitted until next fall.  He asked if faculty could still add proposals in draft status and work on them until they could be submitted next fall.  Dr. Penkalski verified that the system will be shut down for submission of new proposals in February but that all proposals currently in the system will continue to go through the approval process.  This information was sent out to schools and units last fall to give notice well in advance.  Regarding proposals in draft status, Dr. Penkalski reached out to Katrina Chavez.  Katrina said that there are several variables that are in play so as of now, there’s nothing preventing a faculty member from working on drafts, but if they don’t intend or cannot submit ASAP, they should reach out to curriculum@missouristate.edu for more information. Katrina can help each individual based on their proposal. 

Open Mic
Amber Abernathy announced that psychology faculty are working with faculty in Religious Studies to create a graduate certificate in Mental Health and Spirituality.  There is currently an undergraduate certificate in this area.  The graduate level certificate could be beneficial to student in many different graduate programs at MSU.  

Jon Turner will be conducting a session of “FLC Rethinking College Writing in an AI Era” coming up soon.  Information and registration is available through My Learning Connection.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:54 p.m.   The next meeting of the Graduate Council will be on March 5, 2025.
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Alan Schick, Chairperson

