MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2025

MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL

The Graduate Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, March 5, 2025 via ZOOM.  Chair Alan Schick called the meeting to order at 3:30.

Members Present: Drs. Abernathy, Amidon, Beckham, Bolyard, Buyurgan, Chang, Davis, Derayati, Dong, Friske, Hulme, Jackson, Kaatz, Kageyama, Liu, Maher, Masterson, McKay, McShan, Mirza, Penkalski, Pszczolkowski, Roberts, Rose, Sakidja, Schick, Smith, K. Tapis, Wehrman and Wickham; Ms. Jones, Oetting, Pippa, Powell and Williams; Mr. Clouden and Turner    
Members Absent:  Drs. Bajalan, Barffour, Chesman, Ennis, Hoelscher, G. Tapis and Zimmerman; Ms. Chavez, Dicke,  

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Dr. Abernathy and seconded by Mr. Turner to approve the minutes from the February 2025 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

Committee Reports  

Report of the Council Chair – Alan Schick
No report.

Report of the Graduate Dean – Julie Masterson

A. Announcements:  For a complete listing of announcement and deadlines, see the “Graduate College Update” at http://graduate.missouristate.edu/facultystaff/Council.htm.

B. Einhellig Interdisciplinary Forum.  The EIDF is April 25, 2025.  Abstract submission in March 31.  Please encourage your students to submit and attend.   Also, judges are still needed for the event.  Reach out to Carrisa Hoelscher if you can judge.

C. Outstanding Thesis Advisor Award.  John Rose and Amber Abernathy are this year’s recipients of the Outstanding Thesis Advisor.  They will receive their awards at the Graduate Education Award Ceremony.  

D. Library Dean.  The three finalists for the Library Dean position will be on campus to interview in the next week.  All will have an open forum that will be in person and also zoom.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and give feedback on this important position.

E. Graduate Dean.  There are 10 semi-finalists and zoom interviews are being set up.  The plan is to narrow down and have the finalists on campus in early April for interviews.  Graduate Council members were encouraged to get involved and attend open forums for these candidates.  

F. Upcoming events:  Invitations have gone out for the Graduate Education Awards Reception (April 17 at 5:00 pm) and the Masterson’s Retirement Reception (April 28 at 3:30).  Everyone is invited to both of these events so Council members were encouraged to share the information.  

Report of the Graduate Student Senate –Kadesh Clouden
The workshop on Finance went well with 10-15 people attending.  Also nine graduate students are currently involved in various rec and club sports across campus.  GSS will soon be sending out a survey to ask for assistance from Council members on how GSS can better assist graduate students and get more students interested in GSS.    

Report of the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee – Chloe Bolyard


The following unit criteria were approved:


Languages, Cultures and Religions


Sociology, Anthropology and Gerontology

Report of the Graduate Grievance Committee – Hilary Roberts
No report. 

Report of the Graduate Scholarship Committee – Amy Hulme
The deadline for scholarship applications was Marvh 1.  The committee will have access to the system soon to start evaluating those applications.
Report of the Graduate Screening Committee – Melissa Penkalski

All proposals included in the Graduate Council March 5, 2025 agenda were approved. 

Unfinished Business
None

New Business
None
Open Mic
John Rose announced that the School of Defense and Strategic Studies will be moving from Fairfax, Virginia to Arlington, Virginia.  This is a great move for DSS as it will put them even close to Washington DC.  He invited everyone to visit them whenever they are in the DC area.
Michael Dong introduced himself.  He is new on Council this semester as the representative for the Finance, Economics and Risk Management department.  He is also serving on the Membership Committee.  
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:42 p.m.   The next meeting of the Graduate Council will be on April 2, 2025.
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Alan Schick, Chairperson

