
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FACULTY RESEARCH GRANT (“FRG”) PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:

Spring – February 1st

Fall – October 1st


Proposals failing to conform to these guidelines will not be considered by the committee.
A.
FORMAT – Must be submitted on the Dynamic Forms Faculty Research Grant Application and follow guidelines and spaces allotted.  There are areas that you can attach documents (Current Vita, References, Research Design and Method attachments) so please attach any additional documents and information needed in those spaces.
1. Specific comments by the academic unit leader on the proposed project are required.  Specific comments by the dean on the proposed project are optional.
2. Professional vita:  

A list of educational background, professional positions held, past grants (external and internal), publications, exhibitions, presentations, papers, and consulting should be included.  CVs must provide proper literature citations to include (1) proper order of authorship; (2) name of journal, book, etc.; (3) citation information to include page numbers.  This should be limited to no more than 5 pages with emphasis on recent activity that support the proposal.  

3.
Summary:  

A description of the project in non-technical terms.  Please keep in mind in this section, as well as other parts of the proposal, that the committee evaluating the proposal consists of individuals outside the discipline of the investigator.  The Faculty Grants Committee includes one representative from each college.


4.
Purpose of the project:



a.
A statement of the problem.

b.
Significance of the research or creative work to the academic discipline.



c.
Objectives of the proposal (specifically what is proposed to be achieved if project is funded.)

d.
A brief outline of existing work in the field (including appropriate references) and a description of how the proposal is related to previously published work.
5.
Research design and methods:

a.
A presentation of procedures in sufficient detail to support the project design.



b.
Method of data collection and procedures proposed for data analysis, if applicable.


c.
Previous experience of the individual related to the proposed project.



d.
A brief description of how the results of the project will be disseminated.  For example, is it likely that the results will qualify for acceptance in a refereed journal or be presented at the regional or national meeting, exhibition, or presentation?



e.
Plans for extending the investigation beyond the immediate project.  Keep in mind that the FRG is only for one (1) year.  The plans to extend the investigation to discuss here are beyond the FRG.


f.
Beginning and ending dates for the project.


6.
Other sources of funding:

a.
List internal or external cost-sharing funds that can be applied to this project, if any.  If funds are requested for "seed" money, a discussion of future sources of funds together with a description of how the successful completion of the proposed project will enhance funding probability should be included.
b.
A faculty member who has previously received a FRG through the competitive application process must have applied for an external grant since completing that FRG to be eligible for another FRG award.  Applications for juried cash awards for work already completed are not considered to be external grant proposals.  (Please note that a College Dean’s support for research after a new faculty member is hired is NOT considered a competitive FRG award and it does not influence eligibility.)

7.
Previous MSU faculty support:

A discussion of results of projects previously funded by Missouri State Faculty Research or University Curriculum Development grants.  This discussion should include manuscripts, presentations, or other dissemination of results appropriate to the discipline and external grant applications which resulted from these funds.
8.
Detailed budget and justification of need and level of funding.  Justification can be included in the “description” area of the budget section in Dynamic Forms.  See Budget Section Guidelines document for additional details.
B.
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING RESEARCH PROPOSALS
The Faculty Grants Committee will use the following policies and guidelines in determining the appropriateness and quality of a Research request and the level of funding to be recommended.  For an adequate evaluation of the project, the entire proposal should be described in terms that the non-specialist can understand.


1.
Does the summary explain the research project in terms that non-specialists can understand?


2.
Are the objectives of the proposed project clearly stated, reasonable, and attainable in the proposed time frame?


3.
Does the proposal give a brief outline of previous research and demonstrate how the project relates to and builds upon existing research?


4.
Is the project design, method of data collection, procedure for data analysis, and procedure for data interpretation appropriate?


5.
Is the methodology adequate for the research proposed?


6.
Has the researcher demonstrated sufficient expertise to undertake the proposed project?


7.
Has the researcher indicated the significance of the proposed project?


8.
Does it appear likely that the research or creative work would qualify for presentation at a regional or national meeting or for publication in a refereed journal or peer reviewed exhibitions or presentations from outside the University?


9.
Is the budget reasonable, well justified, and clearly described?  Insufficient justification of any items will result in disqualification of those items.

10.
Has the faculty member’s previously funded grant(s) led to professional dissemination of results appropriate to the discipline?
C.
 Deadlines

The application must be submitted through Dynamic Forms to the Graduate College by Midnight on the deadline date. All approved projects will have a designated ending date for the project (one (1) year) as well as a final report submission date.  Any projects that cannot meet this final report submission date must request an extension, in writing, from the Graduate College.  Extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
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