MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2023 
MEETING OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL
The Graduate Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 via ZOOM.  Chair Amber Abernathy called the meeting to order at 3:31.

Members Present: Drs. Abernathy, Amidon, Barber, Barffour, Beckham, Buyurgan, Cardin, Chang, Davis, DeBode, Finn, Friske, Given, C. Hoelscher, Hulme, Kaatz, Kageyama, King, Liu, G. Masterson, J. Masterson, Murray, Onyango, Panzer, Penkalski, Pszczolkowski, Roberts, Rose, Sakidja, Schick, Smith, Stanton, Tapis, Wang, Ward, Wickham and Woodard; Ms. Pippa and Williams; Mr. Moser  
Members Absent:  Drs. Chen, Derayati, S. Hoelscher, McKay, Seay, Swan and Wehrman; Ms. Cook; Mr. Mohammed Salih
Guests:  Drs. Church, Holladay, Peters and Rozell 

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Dr. Smith and seconded by Dr. King to approve the minutes from the May 2023 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved.
Committee Reports  

Report of the Council Chair – Amber Abernathy
Dr. Abernathy welcomed everyone.  We look forward to an exciting year.  

Report of the Graduate Dean – Julie Masterson
A. Announcements:  For a complete listing of announcement and deadlines, see the “Graduate College Update” at http://graduate.missouristate.edu/facultystaff/Council.htm.
B. FA23 Enrollment.  Current graduate enrollment is at 4,310 compared to 4,276 last year at this time.  We are vulnerable to melt (i.e., losing students before Census) so encourage your colleagues to be attentive to students to ensure they persist. 
C. C grade policy.  Last year’s Council had unanimous support to pursue the option of changing the policy to allow C- grades to count for graduate programs.  Dr. Masterson took this policy change to Provost Jasinski and it was approved through Academic Council.  So, for course grades earned during the Fall 2023 semester or any subsequent semester, no course with a grade of D+ or below may be applied toward a graduate degree or graduate certificate.  For courses earned prior to the Fall 2023 semester, no course with a grade of C- or below may be applied toward a graduate degree or a graduate certificate.   The policy that a student may become ineligible to continue the graduate program if more than 9 hours of C+ or below is earned remains the same.  
D. 3 Minute Thesis.  The 3MT will be held on Friday, November 3, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. in Glass Hall, Room 101.  Each college dean (or designee) can nominate students to present at the university-wide competition, usually after holding a college-wide competition. Each college can nominate up to four (4) students, ranked. Should we have more than 20 names submitted, the top 20 students will be accepted into the competition. College nominations must be sent to GradCollegeServices@MissouriState.edu by October 25, 2023.  No late submissions will be accepted.

E. GRE changes. Changes to GRE: On September 22, 2023, the GRE General Test will be shortened from just under 4 hours to just under 2 and will report scores faster.   https://www.ets.org/news/press-releases/shortened-gre-test-coming-september-2023.html.

F. Thesis process.  Last spring, an ad hoc committee was formed to look at the thesis submission and review process.  Over the summer, Dr. Hoelscher and GC staff used the committee’s feedback to create a streamlined review process.  We have shortened the list of things that the Graduate College reviewers will check, and a new rubric has been developed.  Once a thesis is reviewed, the completed rubric will be sent to both the student and the thesis advisor.  This will be launched in the next few weeks.

G. GradCAS.  The next cycle for GradCAS launches Thursday, September 7.  This cycle is for apps for SU24, FA24 and SP25.  The new application fee of $72 goes into effect for this cycle.

H. Graduate Advising.  Dr. Hoelscher continues to work with the Academic Advising and Transfer Center to develop more advising directly related to graduate advisors/directors.  Breakout sessions have been started during Master Advisor workshops and more forums are being developed that will be more geared for graduate student advising.  Also, a new advising award has been developed.  The Award for Excellence in Graduate Advising will allow students to nominate an advisor and the recognition will also come with a cash award.     
Report of the Graduate Student Senate –Carrisa Hoelscher for Farhang Mohammed Salih
A pizza social will be held on Sept 15 at 6:00 in the PSU East Ballroom.  Information was texted to graduate students. 
Report of the Graduate Faculty Membership Committee – Sarah Williams

The following departmental criteria was approved:



English


The following faculty are approved for full graduate faculty status:

Kenneth Brown
GGP
Professional

Todd Clawson
DSS
Professional

Matthew Connolly
GGP
Professional

Naomie Corro
OT
Research

Francis Marlo
DSS
Research

Sarah Morrison
PAMS
Research

The following faculty are approved for probational graduate faculty status:

Theresa Bettmann
SWK
Professional 

Brittani Derossett
SWK
Professional 

Rachel Hogan
SWK
Professional 

Jaime Michel
SWK
Professional 

Falon Moling
SWK
Professional 

Charlotte Pippins
SWK
Professional
Report of the Graduate Grievance Committee – Jason DeBode
No report. 
Report of the Graduate Scholarship Committee – Amy Hulme
Nominations for the Distinguished Thesis Award are due in the Graduate College on September 15.  The nominations for the Excellence in Teaching Award are due in the Graduate College October 1.  This nomination includes a video submission.  All information can be found at https://graduate.missouristate.edu/CurrentStudents/Awards.htm.    
Report of the Graduate Screening Committee – Melissa Penkalski
The following Proposals were approved:


New Programs

Accountancy Graduate Certificate
Accounting Technology Graduate Certificate 

Financial Accounting Graduate Certificate 


Program Changes
MA, Writing
Master of Business Administration
Master of Social Work  
Teaching of College Composition-Graduate Certificate

New Course

EDU 900, Introduction to Doctoral Studies

EDU 910, Critical Perspectives in Education: Challenges and Opportunities 

EDU 915, History and Philosophy of Education

EDU 920, Education Policy: Impact on Teachers, Students, and Local Communities 

EDU 925, Leadership and Organizational Change

EDU 927, Transformative Learning 

EDU 929, Curriculum Change and Innovation

EDU 950, Educational Research 

EDU 952, Qualitative Methods 

EDU 956, Leader Scholar Communities (LSCs)

EDU 998, Dissertation Hours
HST 726, African-American History Readings Seminar

HST 776, Asian History Readings Seminar 

SWK 745, Regular Practicum I 

SWK 747, Regular Seminar I 

SWK 748, Extended Practicum I 

SWK 749, Extended Seminar I 

SWK 781, Regular Seminar II 

SWK 782, Extended Practicum II 

SWK 783, Extended Seminar II


Course Changes
DSS 720, Internship Training in DSS Policy

HST 643, History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict

HST 725, The Upland South Readings Seminar

HST 775, Middle East History Readings Seminar

REC 615, Risk Management for Recreation, Sport and Park Agencies
REC 623, Administration of Recreation, Sport, and Park Agencies

SWK 780, Social Work Field Practicum and Seminar II

Course Deletions

BMS 668, Physiology of the Human Gastrointestinal and Urinary Systems
BMS 686, Molecular Mechanisms in Animal Development

SWK 740, Social Work Field Practicum and Seminar I

During the presentation from the screening committee, Dr. Cameron Wickham asked how the committee evaluated course proposals when there is an undergraduate parallel.  Dr. Penkalski explained that they ensure that the difference between the graduate and undergraduate courses be specified in order to document additional rigor for the graduate course.  Dean Masterson commented that this was part of MSU’s response to HLC standards.  Dr. Wickham asked Dean Masterson to share the details of how this requirement relates to both MSU policy and HLC standards with the Council.
Unfinished Business
None
New Business
None 

Open Mic
Dr. Masterson announced that over the summer the Academic Leadership Council reviewed all university policies.  Dr. Masterson, Dr. Hoelscher and Christy Graham reviewed all the policies that dealt with the Graduate College and sent revisions to the Provost’s office.  These policies should be approved by Academic Council soon.   Dr. Rose thanked Julie for the policy review.  He will need these soon as DSS goes through the State of Virginia Education department review.  
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m.  
The next meeting of the Graduate Council will be on October 4, 2023.
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